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to believe, we should cherish as medicines provided
for our earthly state by infinite wisdom. Inasmuch
too as each generation greatly surpasses its pre-
decessors in the amount of natural evil which it
succeeds in averting, our condition, if the theory
were true, ought by this time to have become a
terrible manifestation of some tremendous calamity,
against which the physical evils we have learnt to
overmaster, had previously operated as a pre-
servative. Any one, however, who acted as if he
supposed this to be the case, would be more likely, I
think, to be confined as a lunatic, than reverenced as
a saint.

It is undoubtedly a very common fact that good
comes out of evil, and when it does occur, it is far
too agreeable not to find people eager to dilate on it.
But in the first place, it is quite as often true of
human crimes, as of natural calamities. The fire of
London, which is believed to have had so salutary an
effect on. the healthiness of the city, would have
produced that effect just as much if it had been really
the work of the " furor, papisticus" so long com-
memorated on the Monument. The deaths of those
whom tyrants or persecutors have made martyrs in
any noble cause, have done a service to mankind
which would not have been obtained if they had died
by accident or disease. Yet whatever incidental and
unexpected benefits may result from crimes, they are